A nanomachine for making ends meet: MRN is a flexing scaffold for the repair of DNA double-strand breaks.
In a recent study (Moreno-Herrero et al., 2005), atomic force microscopy (AFM) imaging of the human Mre11/Rad50/Nbs1 (MRN) complex engaging substrate DNA revealed large-scale, DNA binding-induced propagation of conformational change to the distal ends of the Rad50 coiled coils and erection of a 1000 A scaffold to productively bridge DNA ends.